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Preach'd before the 


On the Firſt Day of Auguſt, 1715. 


BEING 


began his Happy REIGN. 


By the Right Reverend father in God, 
FO XN, Lord Biſhop of Oxford. 
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ua ALM XX. 5. 
We will rejoyce in thy Salvati- 


on, and in the Name of our 


God we will ſet up our Ban- 


ner J. 
Or, as it runs in the other Tranſlation 3 


We will rejcyce in thy Salva- 
tion, and triumph in the 
Name of the Lord our God. 


e \ this Pſalm, which hark been 
58! (54% appointed by Publick Autho- 
C21 J@@D rity as part of the Service 
7s for this . ſolemn Occaſion, 


Re We fd recorded the Pray- 
ers * the Fewiſh Church for the Proſpe- 
rity of a moſt Religious and 4 


Prince: 2 


(4) 
Prince: The Lord hear thee in the day of 
trouble : The Name of the God of Jacob 
defend thee. Send thee help from the San- 
ctuary: and ſtrengthen thee out of Sion. 
| Remember all thy offerings : and accept thy 

burnt-ſacrifice. Grant thee thy hearts Z re : 
and fulfill all thy mind. This may teach 
us that it is the Duty of Subjects fervent- 
ly to implore the Bleſſing of God on thoſe 
whom his Providence hath appointed to 
have the Rule over them; agreeably to 
St. Paul's Exhortation, that ſupplications, 
prayers, interceſions, and giving of thanks 
be made for Kings, and all that are in Au- 

thority, that we 75g lead a 5 and 
9 peaceable life: in all godlineſs 
n 7 honeſty . : 


here is farther deſcrib'd in this Palm, 

the well-grounded: hope, and firm truſt, 
which the Church conceiv'd, that her 
Prayers would prove ſucceſsful : Now know 
1 that the Lord helpeth his Amointed, and 
will hear him from his Holy Heaven: e. 
ven with the wholſome ſtrength of his Alt 
hand. Some put their truſt in Shariots, 
and ſome in Horſes : but w- will remember 
the Name of the Lord ur God. They are 
Brought down, ans fallen : but we are riſen 
and ſtand upright. That is, they wr as 
| | ure 
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ſure to fall and to be unproſperous, and 
we on the contrary to riſe, and proſper, 
and flouriſh; as if this was actually come 
to paſs: For in order to repreſent the 
great degree of their aſſurance, they ſeem 
to deſcribe thoſe things as preſent and in 
their poſſeſſion, which were then only future 
and expected. Hence we may learn, that 
we ought in all our Aﬀairs, as well pub- 
lick as private, to depend on the Di- 


vine Bleſſing, and on that only, for ſuc- 
_ 7: 


Laſtly, We may obſerve in the Words 
of the Text that hearty Satisfaction and 
Joy, which the Church expreſſeth for the 
Salvation, that is, the Safety, Peace and 
Proſperity of the Prince; we will rejoyce 
in thy Salvation; together with her pious 
and grateful Acknowledgment, that this 
was wholly owing to the good Provi- 
dence of God ; we will triumph in the 
Name of the Lord our God. Where tri- 
unphing in the Name of God, is the ſame 
with: *rzamphing in, or on the account, and 
by the wang of God, in whoſe Provi- 


dence they trufied for the Salvation of 
their Prince: For the Hawye of God often 


ſigniſies God himſelf. Thus in the firſt 
Verſe of this Plalm, #he Name of the God 


of 


(6) 


ef Jacob defend thee, is put for, the God 
of Jacob defend thee. And this expreſſion 
mult again in v. 7. be underſtood in the 
ſame ſenſe ; Some put their truſt in Chariots, 
and ſome in Horſes : but we will remen- 
ber the Name of the Lord our God. Where 
remembring the Name of God, is their think- 
ing on God and depending on him as the 
only proper Object of their truſt and confi- 
dence. This therefore intimates to us, that 
the Proſperity of the Prince ought to be 
matter of Joy and Thankfulneſs to a reli 
gious and well-diſpoſed People. Which 
naturally leads our thoughts to the Sub- 
jeR of this Day s Solemnity ; in treating 
on which, 


1 ſhall endeavour briefly to repreſent 
ſome of thoſe Bleſſings which now call for 
our Joy and Thankfulneſs; and then pro- 
ceed fo ſhew in what manner that Joy and 
Thankfulneſs ought to be expreſsd. 


Firſt then, it is our Duty to be thank- 
ful for our peaceable Settlement under the 
Protection of Civil Governme=< For if it 


had pleaſed the Almighcy for the juſt Pu- 
niſiment of our Sins to have hinder d our 


preſent happy Eſtabliſhment from taking 
immediate place after the Death of our late 
1 Gracious 


(7) 
Gracious Sovereign, no humane foreſight 
can diſcover, how long it would have been 
before we ſhould have regain'd any degree 
of Peace and Quiet; and if in the mean 
time, how ſhort ſoever that time had 
prov'd, we ſuppoſe only that Anarchy, of 
the mere want of Government had pre- 
vail d, wherein the Weak would have be- 
come a Prey to the Strong, the Good and 
peaceable to thoſe who delight in Blood 
and Rapine; wherein Oppreſſion and Vio- 
lence would have reign'd in all places 
without reſtraint; and after this it had 
pleas d God ſo far interpoſe his Provi- 
dence in our Favour, as to quiet all theſe 
ictractions, and reſtore us to the ſe- 
ent cure poſſeſſion of our former Rights, how 
for © invaluable a Bleſſing ſhould we have ac- 
ro- counted this happy Change? How would 
nd our Hearts have overflow'd with Joy, and 
our Tongues with Praiſe 2 But if we carry 
our thoughts a little farther to reflect on 
ak- the Calamities of Domeſtick and Civil 
the Wars, which would unavoidably have been 
fit ¶ our Portion, had our preſent Eſtabliſhment 
pu- been delay'd for ever ſo ſhort a ſpace ; if 
to the particular Sufferings of private per- 
ſons we add the open Violence of great 
parties of Men arm'd and enrag'd againſt 
one another, and ſometimes it may be 
B thinking 
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| thinking to do God and their Country 
" Service by the moſt barbarous Cruelties 
|| upon their Fellow-SubjeAts ; but moſt 
. commonly proſecuting their own private 
intereſts and reſentments by the means 

and under the pretence of publick Diſor- 

ders, this might juſtly raiſe our Gratitude 

to a much higher pitch. Loud and many 

| have been the complaints of the conſum- 

| ption of our Blood and Treaſure by Wars 
in remote Countries, and carried on chief- 

ly by Foreign Troops, when ſo far werewe } 

from being led into Captivity, and from 

having any Mourning in our Streets 

on ſuch accounts, that thro' the whole 

courſe and progreſs of a long War we 

| ſcarce heard of any thing but Victory and 
11 Triumph, almoſt every appearance of our 
Enemies brought us home freſh Laurels, 

and every Year was crownd with many 

and very important Succeſles ; and if even 

under theſe Circumſtances there was any 

juſt ground for ſo much uneaſineſs and di- 

ſatisfaction, as then in moſt places ap- 

peared, and Peace was eſteemed ſo eſſenti- 

all to our Well-being, that it ought to be 

-obtain'd even by any Means, and purcha- 

{ed upon any Conditions, what would our 

thoughts have been when the Devaſtati- 

ons and all other Miſeries of War 0 
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(9) 
been brought home even to our Doors, 
when we had ſeen our faireſt and richeſt 
Cities laid in Aſhes, and Deſolation ſpread- 
ing it ſelf through every part of our dear 
Native Country? Theſe and the like Miſ- 
fortunes, which have now happily paſt 
by us, and like diſtant Storms by Mariners 
on the Shore, may be look'd back upon 


. with Security and Pleafure, might poſlibly, 


notwitſtanding 'the wiſe Precaution and 
Care of our excellent Law-givers, have 
over-taken us; and, if any certain con- 
cluſion may be drawn from our own fears 
and apprrehenſions, or from the confeſs d 


hopes and expectations of our Enemies 


both at home and abroad, were juſt ready 
to overtake us, had not the ſame Divine 
Providence, which hath formerly reſcu d 


us from ſo many great and impending 


Dangers, ſeaſonably and almoſt without 
our own concurrence ſettled us again on a 
Foundation to all outward appearance ſo 
firm and laſting, that we need not fear 
any more the ſecret or open Attempts of 
our Enemies. Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy Name be the 
Praiſe. This therefore is one of the Blef- 
ſings for which this ſolemn Occaſion calls 
upon us to return our moſt hearty thanks 


to God; namely, that we are now, and 
Ss B 2 have 
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have all along been peaceably ſettled under 


610 


the protection of Civil Government. 


But thus far we might, and it was our 
Duty to have proceeded, tho' we had liv'd 
under none of the beſt forms of Govern- 
ment, and altho' that Government had not 
been plac'd in the hands of one of the beſt 


of Princes; it being confeſs'd on all hands, 
that to live even under an arbitrary and 


unjuſt Government is far better than to 


live under none at all, or under the Cala- 
mities of inteſtine Wars: But it ought ve- 
ry much to raiſe and heighten our Grati- 
tude to God, that his preſent Majeſty's ſafe 
Acceſſion to the Throne of theſe Realms 


| hath ſecured to us that happy Conſtituti- 


on, to which we were not merely inclin d 
by the prejudices of Education or Cuſtom, 


Which have oſten reconcil'd Men to Slave- 


ry and Chains, and made them even in 
love with Papal Inquiſitions ; but which, 


if it had been left to our choice, the beſt- 


inform d Reaſon would have determind us 
to live under, rather than any other we 


heard of in the World : That happy Con- 
tution, which, as on the one hand, it 


gives the Prince all the Power neceſlary 


to the ſupport of his Honour and Dignity, 
and to the maintenance of his Authority ; 


ſo 


* 


ſo on the other, it ſecures to the Subject 
all the freedom, which is any way conſi- 
ſtent with the ends of Government: The 
Rule of his Submiſſion and Obedience are 
only the known Laws of the Kingdom; he 
is oblig'd to no Laws, but ſuch as either 
have been approv'd and deliver'd down to 
him by his Anceſtors, or himſelf hath con- 
ſented to; nor can he be puniſh'd for the 
breach of any of theſe, but by the equi- 
table ſentence of a ſufficient number of Men 
of his own Rank and Quality. Neither 
can there beany juſt complaint-that Arts 
and Induſtry, Vertue and publick Services 
want ſuitable Encouragement, where the 
way lies open for every Man to advance 
himſelf to the higheſt Honours and Prefer- 
ments; and after he hath enjoy'd the 
fruits of all his Labour in his own Perſon, 
there is as great certainty, as humane Af- 
fais are capable of, that he ſhall tranſmit 
them entire to his Poſterity. Thoſe a- 
mong us, if there be any ſuch, who are 
not tully ſenſible of their own Happineſs, 
(as we read of ſome who complain d, 
murmur'd and rebell d even againſt the im- 
mediate and moſt gracious Government of 
God himſelf) if they would but take the 
pains to inform themſelves into what un- 
happy Circumſtances the * us 
| have 


8 
have been reduc'd, would ſoon put an 


higher and more juſt value upon their own 
Condition. | FP aged 


But it is not my Province, neither will 
the time allow me to enlarge any farther 
upon the many and great advantages of 
that molt excellent form of Government, 
which by the ſpecial Bleſſing of Provi- 
dence hath hitherto through ſo many ha- 
zards and difficulties been preſerv d to us; 
and, therefore I ſhall in the next place re- 
mind you of that which no Member of 
our Church ought at any time to forget ; 
namely, that the Bleſſing which we are 
here aſſembled to commemorate, hath 
moſt effectually ſecur d to us as well the 
Legal Eſtabliſhment, as the free and open 
Profeſſion and Exereiſe, of our moſt Holy 
Religion. Not that the Reform'd, that is, 
the true Chriſtian and Catholick, Religion, 
which we profeſs, is confin d to, or de- 
pends on any particular form of humane 
Government: For it was deſign'd by its 
Divine Author to extend it ſelf over all 
the Countries, and to ſubſiſt under all the 
Chagges and Revolutions which ſhould 
happen in any Age, of the World; in the 
Primitive Times, and lately in the Age 
next after our excellent Reformation, it 

flouriſh d 


(-13;) 


flouriſh'd under the moſt heavy and cruel 
Perſecutions; and if the Providence of 
God ſhould call us to the like Trials, might 
again thro' his grace and aſliſtance riſe and 
ſpread it ſelf by the patient Sufferings of 
its Confeſſors, and the chearful Deaths of 
its Holy Martyrs : But my meaning is, that 
the Legal Security of our Sacred as well 
as our Civil Rights and Privileges hath been 
preſerv'd to us by the happy Succeſſion of 
His Majeſty to the Crown of his Ance- 
ſtors; and therefore, if we enjoy any Pri- 
vileges or Encouragements, above thoſe of 
other Reformed Churches, who have the 
Misfortune to live in Countries ſubject to 
Papal Tyranny, let us thankfully own 
them ; and moit highly ungrateful he muſt 
be, who is not on all proper occaſions rea- 
dy to own them, to be the fruits of this 
auſpicious Day. If any among us be of a 
differcnt Opinicn, if there be any one who 
thinks we might find the fame Protection 

and Support under a Popiſh Government, 
it would become him to produce at leaſt 
ſome few Examples of Princes addicted to- 
the intereſts of the Romiſh Religion, who 
have, I will not ſay, countenanc'd, en- 
courag'd or ſupported, but permitted 
only and tolerated, when it was in their 
power to do otherwiſe; nay, who have 
not 


(14) 


not perſecuted, and to the utmoſt of their 
ability extirpated, and even violated the 
moſt ſolemn Promiſes, and broken thro' 
all other Obligations, rather than not ex- 
tirpate and deſtroy, thoſe of the Reform- 
ed. We have lezrnd by experience, that 
Mahometans, and even Pagans may be kind 
and merciful; but it is the avowd Prin- 
ciple of Papiſts to exterminate all who dif- 
fer from them; and if any of them ſhould 
act otherwiſe, unleſs when they do it for 
their own ſupport, and to promote their 
own intereſts, they would ſo far renounce 
that Religion which they profeſs. We 
need not have recourſe to Foreign Nations 
for proof of what hath been now affirm'd, 
Which is but too evident from the Hiſto- 
ries of our own Country ; and if it ſhould 
pleaſe God in his anger for the puniſhment 
of our Sins to deliver us again into their 
Power, as we truſt he never will, it 
would moſt probably then happen as it 
did in the laſt Age, that ſuch among our 
ſelves, as are inclin'd to have more favour- 
able Sentiments of them, would be the 
firſt who ſhould find cauſe to repent of 
their fatal Miſtake, 


I ſhould be unjuſt to this Day's Solemni- 
ty, ſhould I paſs by in ſilence that which 
„ is 
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is ſo great an Addition as well as Security 
to the Bleſſings we now commemorate, 
namely, that the Divine Providence hath 
graciouſly convey d them to us by the 
means of an excellent Prince, who is in 
every reſpect moſt admirably qualified to 
make all thoſe proſper and flouriſh who 
have the good fortune to live under 
his Influence; a Prince of conſummate 
Prudence and unblemiſh'd Vertue; of firict 
Juſtice, temper d with equal Clemency 
and Mildneſs, and of great Bravery and 
Courage, ſupported by the-wiſeſt Con- 
duct; one, who hath been long experi- 
enc'd in the arts of Governing, and hath 
never known any other Rule or Meaſure 
of his Government but the Happineſs of 
his People; one, who hath often declar'd, 
that the Preſervation of our excellent Con- 
ſtitution, both in Church and State, ſhall 
be his chief Care and Concern, and- hath 
never omitted any opportunity of giving 
us real and ſubſtantial Proofs that it is ſo. 
It may look like Flattery to ſpeak even the 
truth on this occaſion ; and therefore I 
ſhall only defire leave to add farther, that 
to compleat our Felicity, there is a fair 
Proſpect from the numerous Branches of 
the Royal Family inheriting all the Ver- 
tues of their great Anceſtors, a Bleſſing 

2 — long 
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8 (16) 
long unknown to theſe Kingdoms, of 


having our prefent happy Settlement, 
through the Divine Favour and Aſſiſtancee, 


perpetuated to our lateſt Poſterity. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe numerous 


and great Bleſſings which call for our 


Thankfulneſs to God on this happy Occa- 
ſion. Ire now remains to be conſider d, in 
what Manner, or by what Actions this 
our Thankfulneſs ought to be expreſs d. 


Let us then expreſs our Gratitude to 


God by employing our utmoſt endeavours 


for the Support of that excellent Conſtitu- 
tion, and of that holy Religion, which he 
hath thus preferv'd ; and by our chearful 
Submiſſion and ready Obedience to the 
King, whom he hath been graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to ſet over us. The Principles of Obe- 
dience to the Supreme Powers have been 
{o copiouſly inſiſted on, fo often inculca- 
ted, and ſo warmly preſsd by the Mini- 
ſters of God's Word in all the parts of this 
Kingdom, that ſome with more Zeal rhan 
Prudence have repreſented them as the pe- 
culiar Character, and the diſtinguiſhing Do- 
ctrine of the Church of England; but 
whatever is peculiar, whatever doth di- 
ſtinguiſn from the reſt of the Chriſtian 

5 | Church, 
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; Church, is the mark of nothing but a Set 


or. Party, it is uncatholick, and by con- 
ſequence unchriſlian. Sch are not the 
Principles of Loyalty and Obedience, viz. 
That we muſt render to Czar, the things 


which are Cæſar's; that we muſt not on- 


ly obey the King as Supreme, but Govern- 
ours ſent by him, that is, all ſubordinate 
Magiſtrates and other Officers lawfully 
commiſſion'd by his Authority; that this 
Obedience muſt be paid nor to the good 
and gentle only, to thoſe who are kind and 
beneficent, and make it their daily ſtudy 
to favour and oblige us, but to the fro- 
ward aud perverſe, to thoſe who are cruel 
and unjuſt, who hate and perſecute us; 
that this muſt not be mere eye-ſervice, ſuch 
as conſiſts only in outward ſhew and ap- 
pearance, and is done for no farther end 
than to preſerve us from the obſervation 
or cenſures of our Superiours, but mult be 
perform'd ſincerely as unto God who ſearch- 
eth the heart; not only for wrath, or to a- 
void the Puniſhment of Men, But alſo for 
conſcience ſake: For theſe Doctrines and 
Duties are the ſame that were deliver'd by 
our bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles, excm- 
plify'd both in the Lives and Deaths of the 

Primitive Chriſtians, and conſtantly re- 
ceiv'd and taught by all truly Chriſtian 

C 2 Churches 
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that is in our power in order to prevent 


tence of Miſ- government or Male-admint- 


(18) 
Churches in, all Ages and Countries of the 
World, So that to cncburage Invaſions 
from abroad, to raiſe Tumults and Inſur- 
rections at home, to promote Complaints 
and Murmurings againſt thoſe who have 
the Rule over us, to ſow the ſeeds of Diſcon- 
rent, Jealouſie or Diſſention amongſt our 
Fellow- Subjects; and laſtly, not to do all 


wing) — . 
1 


any of theſe, and to ſtifle and ſuppreſs 
them when occaſion'd by others, is to be- 
have our ſelves contrary to the Catholick 
Dodrines, and the known Rules of the 
'Chriitian Religion. For one, who is a 
Member of the Church of England, to do 
this, is to act in direct oppoſition to thoſe 
Principles, their ſtedfaſt adherence to 
which the Sons of this Church have been 
long accuſtom d to account their peculiar 
Praiſe and Glory: To do this on the pre- 


ſtration, even when that pretence is real 
and well-grounded, is to tranſgreſs our 
Duty when the moſt proper ſeaſon comes 
for the exerciſe of it; for even thoſe, who 
have neither any Principles of Loyalty nor 
Religion, do readily ſubmit to their Su- 
periours, when their Inclination and Inte- 
reſt lead them to do fo, and when there 
appears no temptation to the — 
VVV ut 
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C19) 
But to do it without any ſuch provocati- 
on, to wound the hand which defends us, 
to clamour and mutiny againſt thoſe bene- 


ficent Powers, whereby we are- ſecured 
in the quiet poſſeſſion of our Religious and 


Civil Liberties, that is, of whatever we 


account dear and valuable, what ſhall we 
call it? It is inhumane, it is monſtrous, 
and carries the neareſt reſemblance to the 
Crimes of thoſe reftleſs and wicked Spirits, 
who rebell'd againſt the mild and gracious 
Government of Heaven. But we, my 
Brethren, have not ſo learn d Chriſt. O let 
not any part of this horrid Guilt, let not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of it clea ve to any one 
of the meaneſt Members of that excel- 
lent Church to which we belong: If it 
cannot be utterly extirpated out of the 
World, let it be wholly theirs, who are 
the open Abettors of Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion, and the declar'd Enemies of Reli- 
gion in general; or theirs, who have a 
particular hatred to our happy Conſtitu- 
tion, and whoſe peculiar CharaCter it hath 
long been to delight in Blood-ſthed and 


Maſſacres. | 


In the laſt place our Thankfulneſs muſt 
be ſhewn by our conſtant and uniform or 
| bedi- 


( 20 ) 
bedience to the Laws of God. All other 
ways of expreſſing our Grati ude, as well as 
other acts of Piety and Deyot ion, are in 
vain, where this is wanting Reaſon as 
well as Scripture may inform us, that the 
| facrifice of the vicked is an abomination to 
li the Lord; and that whoſo ſtoppeth his ears 
Tt againſt hearing the Law, even his Prayer 
2 be an abomination, Neither can any 
Ft better Method than this be found for ſe- 
1 curing the laſting continuance of the great 
Bleſſings we now commemorate; this be- 
ing not only the moſt acceptable return 
for the Divine Favours which we have al- 
ready receiv d, but the only certain and 
| effectual Means of procuring thoſe we 
want. In vain thereforedo we value our 
ſelves on our being Members of the beſt- 
1 reform'd and pureſt Church, or for profeſ- 
tt ſing the moſt Holy Religion in the World, 
| whilſt our Lives are not ſuitable to this 
| Profeſſion, whilſt both the publick and pri- 
vate Dutics of Religion are ſo generally ne- 
glected, or fo careleſly and indevoutly 
perform d; whilſt Impiety and Prophane- 
neſs, Vice and Immortality of all forts ap- 
pear every where open and bare-fac'd ; 
and ſo great a corruption of Manners 
Li! | hath almoſt univerſally ſpread it felt ny 
l: the 
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(21) 
the ſeveral orders and degrees of Men a- 


mongſt us. Whilſt this is our Caſe, 
whilſt our Sins ſeparate between us and 
dur God, why ſhould we wonder, if it be 
our Misfortune to hear of Tumults and 
Inſurrections, of Wars and rumours of Wars, 
or if theſe ſhould prove to be only the 
beginning of our Sorrows, the forerunners 
of far greater Calamities ? But our evil 
Courſes once heartily repented of, and 
thoroughly forſaken, we may with a well- 
grounded aſſurance expect, that God will 
remember us for the ſake of his Holy 
Name, and of that excellent Religion 
which we profeſs, that he will bleſs our 
Fleets and Armies with their accuſtom'd 
Succeſs, that Peace ſhall flouriſh within 
our Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within our 
Palaces, and that our Sion ſhall be the Foy 
and Praiſe of the whole Earth. I ſhall 
conclude with the Prophet Samxel's Ex- 
Hortation to the People of Jſrael: Now 
therefore, behold the King whom ye have 
choſen; and whom ye have defired : and be- 


hold, the Lord hath ſet a King over you. 


if ye will fear the Lord, and ſerve him, 
and obey his woice, and not rebel againſt 
the Commandment of the Lord, then ſhall 
both ye, and alſo the King that reigneth o- 

ver 


ver you, continue following the Lord your 
I: God.” But if ye will not obey the voice of + 
q | the Lord, hut rebel agajnſt the. Command- 
1 ment of the Lord, then ſhall the hand 
f 8 1 Sam, 12. 13, hand of the Lord be a. 
ö 14, 13. gain ss. 
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8 ver yon, continue following the Lord your 
-" if ye hr vt" y the voice of 
the Lord, but rebel agaiuſt the Command - 
ment of the Lord, then ſhall the hand 
| * ; Sam, 12. 13, hand of the Lord be 4. 
14, 15. | * gainſt 7. E 
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